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SUBJECT: DANISH ASSUMPTION OF SONDRESTROM ACC FROM USAF 
REF: STATE 054296# 

SUMMARY: DANES HAVE MADE ALTERNATIVE PROPOSAL REGARDING 
EXCHANGE OF NOTES ON SONDRESTROM ACC TRANSFER. GUIDANCE 
REQUESTED. END SUMMARY. 

1. ON SEPTEMBER 5, MFA OFFICE CHIEF EINER KALLSBERG 
(FAIROES AND GREENLAND AFFAIRS) CALLED IN EMBOFF TO 
DISCUSS THE NATE WHICH THE EMBASSY HAD FORWARDED MARCH 25 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH REFTEL INSTRUCTIONS REGARDING MODIFICA- 
TION OF EXISTING AGREEMENTS PREPARATORY TO DANISH 
ASSUMPTION OF THE ACC AT S ONDRESTROMFJ ORD . KALLSBERG AND 
HIS GREENLAND DESK OFFICER, OTTO LARSEN, HAD ALSO INVITED 
TWO REPRESENTATIVES FROM THE MFA'S LEGAL DEPARTMENT TO SIT 
IN ON THE MEETING. 

2. THE DANISH PARTICIPATE ASKED WHETHER EVENTS HAD NOT 
OVERTAKEN THE US REQUEST FOR DELETION OF THESE SECTIONS 
OF THE APPENDIX TO THE AIR SERVICE AGREEMENT OF JULY 7, 

1960 THAT DEALT WITH AIR TRAFFIC CONTROL FUNCTIONS OF THE 
AREA CONTROL CENTER (ACC) AT SONDRE STROMFJORD. REFERRING 
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TO THE NEW APPENDIX NEGOTIATED BETWEEN THE DANISH 
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DIRECTORATE OF CIVIL AVIATION (DCAA) AND THE USAF NORTHERN 
COMMUNICATIONS AREA COMMD, GRIFFISS AFB, NEW YORK, THEY 
POINTED OUT THAT THIS WAS INTENDED TO REPLACE THE ENTIRE 
EXISTING APPENDIX AS OF JANUARY 1 . 1976, THE EFFECTIVE 
DATE. THEY ALSO STATED THAT THE NEW DRAFT APPENDIX HAS 
ALREADY BEEN APPROVED BY THE DANISH MINISTRY FOR PUBLIC 
WORKS ON MARCH 24, 1975 AND NOTICE HEREOF GIVEN TO THE 
USAF. THIS NEW APPENDIX REPRESENTS A TOTAL REFORMULATION 
OF THE AERONAUTICAL COOPERATION BETWEEN THE US AND 
DENMARK IN THE GREENLAND AREA (THULE AS WELL AS SONDRE 
STROMFJORD). CONSEQUENTLY, THEY INQUIRED WHETHER IT WOULD 
NOT BE PREFERABLE SIMPLY TO EXCHANGE NOTES APPROVING THE 
NEW DRAFT APPENDIX AS A REPLACEMENT IN TOTO FOR THE 1960 
APPENDIX. 

3. THE DANISH REPS WERE CLEARLY EMBARRASSED BY THE FACT 
THAT THE DANISH DIRECTORATE OF CIVIL AVIATION HAD NEGOTI- 
ATED THE NEW APPENDIX AND OBTAINED APPROVAL OF THE 
MINISTRY OF PUBLIC WORKS WITHOUT REFERRING THE MATTER 
EITHER TO THE MFA, THE MINISTRY FOR GREENLAND, OR THE 
ROYAL GREENLAND TRADE DEPARTMENT (RGTD). JENS FYNBO OF 
THE RGTD, IN A SEPARATE SUBSEQUENT CONVERSATION WITH THE 
REPORTING OFFICER, SAID HE HAD CRITICIZED DAHL OF 

THE DCAA WHEN HE EVENTUALLY LEARNED OF IT. 

4. NEVERTHELESS, THE DRAFT APPENDIX HAS BEEN ACCEPTED 
APPARENTLY BY THE OTHER DANISH GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 
CONCERNED WITH GREENLAND AFFAIRS. ALTHOUGH 

FORMAL APPROVAL FROM THESE ORGANIZATIONS WOULD BE 
NECESSARY, KALLSBERG AND HIS COLLEAGUES ANTICIPATED NO 
DIFFICULTY WITH AN EXCHANGE OF NOTES APPROVING THE 
SUBSTITUTION OF THE NEW APPENDIX FOR THE OLD ONE. THEY 
WERE, AT THE SAME TIME, EQUALLY CONFIDENT THAT THERE 
WOULD BE NO SUBSTANTIAL DANISH OBJECTION TO PROCEEDING 
WITH AN EXCHANGE OF NOTES DELETING REFERENCES TO THE ACC 
FUNCTION AS SUGGESTED REFTEL. 

5. AFTER ADDITIONAL DISCUSSION, IT WAS AGREED THAT BOTH 

SIDES WOULD SEEK GUIDANCE FROM THEIR PRINCIPALS AS TO WHICH OF 
THE FOLLOWING ALTERNATIVES SHOULD BE PURSUED: 
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A) THAT THE MFA AND THE EMBASSY PROCEED TO EXCHANGE 
NOTES AS PROPOSED REFTEL. (THE LEGAL ADVISERS PRESENT 
SUGGESTED THAT THE CORRECT PROCEDURE WOULD CALL FOR THE 
MFA AND THE EMBASSY TO EXCHANGE NOTES DELETING THOSE 
PORTIONS IN QUESTION OF THE APPENDIX TO THE JULY 7, 1960 AGREEMENT 
AND THAT THE ROYAL GREENLAND TRADE DEPARTMENT AND THE 
EMBASSY'S AIR ATTACHE SIGN A MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 
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DELETING THE PORTIONS OF THE NOVEMBER 8, 1968 MEMORANDUM 
OF UNDERSTANDING). 

B) THAT THE MFA AND THE EMBASSY EXCHANGE NOTES RECOGNIZING 
THE NEW DRAFT APPENDIX AS A REPLACEMENT IN TOTO OF THE 
1960 APPENDIX WITH AN EFFECTIVE DATE OF IANUARY 1. 1976. 

6. IT WAS POINTED OUT THAT A DEADLINE WAS INVOLVED IN 
THAT ADVANCE TERMINATION NOTICE OF THREE MONTHS WAS 
REQUIRED FOR THOSE DANISH EMPLOYEES CURRENTLY UNDER 
CONTRACT TO THE USAF ACC. 

7. ACTION REQUESTED: FURTHER GUIDANCE IN TIME TO PERMIT 
AN EXCHANGE OF NOTES BY SEPTEMBER 30, IF POSSIBLE. 

8. COMMENT: DURING THE DISCUSSION THE DANES INQUIRED AS 

TO THE STATUS OF THE MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING REGARDING 
THE FUTURE OPERATION OF SONDRESTROM AFB, GREENLAND, 

PROPOSED BY THE ROYAL GREENLAND TRADE DEPARTMENT (RGTD ) 

AND CURRENTLY UNDER STUDY BY THE GENERAL COUNSEL OF THE 
USAF. THEY POINTED OUT THAT MAIOR GENERAL SPAULDING AND 
JENS FYNBO IN THEIR MEETING OF JULY 28-29, 1975 IN 
COLORADO SPRINGS HAD AGREED THAT THE FORMAL IMPLEMENTATION 
OF THE MOU BE COMPLETED NO LATER THAN NOVEMBER 1, 1975. 

(SEE MINUTES OF THAT MEETING.) EMBOFF EXPRESSED HIS 
BELIEF THAT THE MODIFICATION REGARDING THE AREA CONTROL 
CENTER (ACC) WAS A COMPLETELY DIFFERENT MATTER THAN THAT 
OF THE NEW MOU DESIRED BY DENMARK BUT HE AGREED TO TRANSMIT 
DANISH CONCERN OVER THE APPROACHING DEADLINE FOR THE LATTER. 
LUKENS 

NOTE BY OC/T: #REFTEL AS RECEIVED. 
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